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R ABSTRACT ' '
The Coﬁnectlcut Migratory Children's Program (CMCEP),-
funded cander the 1965 Elementary Secondary Education Act Title I,
aims to prov1de migrant children with: “(1) the cpportunlty to improve
}communlcatlons skills necessdry for deallng with various situations; .-
_ {2) preschool and kindergarten experiences geared to each child's ‘}
%, ysychologlcal and physical development that will help him to function
<successfu11y, {3) specially designed programs in the academic *
dlsc1p11ng§;that will increése each child's ability to functlon at.a’
level equal to hlS potential; (4) specially designed activities which
will increase each:child's social growth, positive sdlf-comcept, amifyy
» ffoster his ability to function in groups; and (5) pnograms that wil
;mprove each child's dcademic and vocational skills and give hinm
gxposure to ﬁrevocatlonal orientation. It also aims to 1mp1ement
. progranms, using Federal, State, and local respurces, to improve
e mia¥ual” understanding and apprec1at on of cultural dlfferenéfs among
i children. CHCP operates }ég mul rpose resource centers which are
i ~operated throughout the Yyear, and (2) summer’ enrichment programs,
1nc1ud1ng a special program developed for children who are employe
~during the summer to-harvest tobacca. Purpese of both programs 15/%0
-supplement, but not supplant, ‘the migyrant *child's educational ‘
dppor unities, and to coordinate the’ health, cultural, soc1a1,‘hnd
educatlonal serv1ces. (NQ)
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Y This booklet. has been pliepared to tell you about Cqﬁnecticut's p?ﬁéram of compen- : °
tory education for the children of migrant workers res/iding in the state. :

¢ . ‘ ""// X }

too many years, the migrant child was left t cope on his own, receiving minimal
‘attentl from the publlc school systems in which 41e was enrolled. With the passage of
islatiop in 1966 mandatmg aid to states wlth mlgratorv chlldren that plctu;e has

+been vast changed.: s s . A

9 9 / .
-+ Connec |cut 3 Mlgratory Children’s Progra I’m proud to say, has grown substantially
| , andis. ﬂdehverlng needed educat::Enal services to Connecticut’s population of

mlgrant ch|| ren. - & ' - R
¢ ] A ’/ ° . . / )

Jnth following pages you wil{ learn who these chlldren are and what Connecticut is
domg to help them. We in Connecticut have pledged to - offer the migrant child a chance- tol
fulfill his pQtential, to give him an opportunl to gain in self-worth, to teach him to read
and wrlbtg and count and, ultimately, to equip, "him for a full and productive life. But these
things are riot easily }ntamed They take dedléatlon determination, and love. | believe the
individuals who work in our migrant program have this, a|ong?w|th the supermtendents and L
principals and teachers across Connectlcut who have helped to make the migrant’ program a
* reality. Hopefully, thw_se_efforts migrant children will find a better life. = “~——~
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In commentuag toward the end of hIS life on his novel The Grapes of Wrath, certainly
the most famous and very possibly the first account of the lives of migran't workers in the

United States, John Steinbeck Iamen{d that he "hadn't told the half of it.”’"

. ]

While migrant workers may be gaining a higher profile among Americans in general and
educators in particular, simple lack of information about migrant workers and their lives
continues to be a major obstacle in providing migrant children with the means of breaking

out of the unrewarding and backbreaking seasonal cycle of following the crops which

characterlzes the lives of their parents. Too often, teachers still don't know “’the half of it”"*

when it comes to migrant children. s

&

It comes as a surprise to many, for example, that a migrant child never or seldom sees
a doctor; §h§t he aImost 1nvaruab|y will have pinworms and’other ukestln‘lﬂ parasites (these
diseases o common’ that many migrant parents think they are' normal) and that the
incidence of, dental abnormalltles in migrant children are put, conservatlve|y, at 95 percent

(other authorities-state thét carious teeth aré “unlversal”)

‘\r.

A poor\ d|et condemnSche ch|Id from the start. Many have had no milk to drink “for
long periods of time. Their dref consists mainly of cheap foods like corn meal, rice, beans and
peas. The migrant child is prohé to scurvy and rickets and severe protein deficiencies and is
prey to a host of diseases now rare in the nonmigrant world: smalipox, diptheria and whoop-
ing_cough to name a few. It is estimated that two-thirds of the migrant ch|Idren under eight-
een have not received polio |mmun|zat|on L IR
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Most migrant children come to school.in clothing that is in’derﬁlorable condition —and

many stay away from school becausé of self-consciousness about their clothing and the
absence of showering or bathing facilities in their homes. The migrant child is often shy and
-may feel unaccepted He is also subject to a marked increase in fears as he starts going to
schoo| The level of achievement among migrant children is usua||\/ correlated with school
attendance and for most, school attendance has been very limited. By the time many are
12 to 13 years of age, they have missed enoughodays from school to place them two or three

3

. years behind the child of the same age. . ™~

a
2]

On the brighter side, arnumber of migrant children have shown a high degree of in-
telligence, possibly as a result of having to cope creatively with their limited environment.
Many migrant children have a very large speaking vocabulary in one or more languages as a
result of havmg travelled a great deal and spoken with many people. Paradoxically, a limited

.

number of migrant “ghildrenhave excelfent physicalhealth—and a high degree 'of natural
immunity to a.vdriety of diseases. Migrant parents do not usually apply conventional

middle-class pressures on their children to conform and. to excel; consequently, many .

migrant are:artistically creative’and persistent once their interests haye been engaged.’

E . N A
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e Because migrant children travel with their parents from place to place“ and state to
state, they were virtually ignored for many years because they did not belong to any of the
particular communities in which they maintained temporary residence. As a consequence, . . .
~ §o one felt a direct sense of responsibility for. them, being more concerned that whatever
" local resources were dvailable be applied to the settled population. In 1966, however, an
amendment was passed to the 1965 EIementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA

Title 1, PL 89-10) mandating federal assistance to these needy children. The Connegticut
Migratory Children’s Program (CMCP) is funded under this act, as-amended, (PL 89-750).

>

- : . - : ;
A migrant"chiid is defined by the legislation as a ‘‘child who 'has moved from one school
. distfict to another during the past year with a parent or guardian who was seeking or ac- ™
quiring employment in agriculture, including related food processing activities, such ase
canning and, more recently, fishing.” A five year ellgifnllty provision allows families meetlng
he above conditions but who are no longer following the crops and are ‘settling in’ a com-
_munity to continue to receive assistance through the CMCP for a period of five'years, pro-
"vided that.suéh assistance does not Jessen the'impact-of the main thrust of the mlgrant pro- . 'O
grarrlS which is to serve children who are still i in the mlgrant stream o g

~

‘\" The goals of the Connecticu’t Migratory Children’s ‘Program relate directly to the
. « national goals for- similar programs. The CMCP aims to provnde instructional services to
migrant children:

. To provnde each migraht child with the opportunlty to lmprove commumcatlons
skills necessary for dealmg with a variety of situations.

£

v e To provide the_migrant. child with preschool and kindergarten experiences geared *
g to his psy?hoioglcal and physical deveiopment that wl|| help him to funétion .
- T» - successfully. | 1
4 : ) . To provide specially designed programs in the academic disciplines ti}wiil in-.
g . crease the migrant chi|d’s ability to function at a level equal to his,potential. °

. To provrde specially deslgned activities which will increase the migrant child’s

social growth, foster a positive self-concept and his ability to function in groups.

e  To provide programs that will improve the academic and vocational skills of
migrant ¢hildren and give ‘them exposure to prevocational orientation.

.
W

~ .
] To iniplement programs, using every available federal, state and ocal resource, to

. . imgrove mutual’ understandingzand appreclatlon 6f ‘cultural differences among
\ - children. |
| . Supportive services provided by the annecticuborogram incIPde: ‘ - .

. The development in each program of a, component of intrastate and interstate
communications for the exchange of student records, methods, concepts, and




mater|a|s in order that the mrgrant program be a&ontmuous and mheren‘t part of
the migrant child's total educatrona| program

k- ‘The deve|opment of communications mvolvmg the school, the community and
' its agencles and the target group to insure coordination of all ava||ab|e resources
for the benefit of migrant chrldren § .

a o Pro‘viding‘ a program of horne-échool coordination which establishes relationships
) ‘ - -7 between thé project staff and the clientele served in order to improve the effec-
tiveness of migrant programs and. the process of parental reinforcement of
student effort

H ‘ = .
Thé Connecticut pro&ram i§ .operated within the Connecticut State Department of

Education. The program’s central office is located in New Haven under the aegis of Area
o’ Cooperative Educational Services (ACES), a non-profit public education agency, whrch

-

L serves as the fiseal agency and a/dmmrstrator of the federally approved contract.
y The CMCP operates two types of Ieaming programs: )
. . N

° Multi-purpose resource centers wh.ich are dperafed through.out the year and

1

- e

R e - Summer enrichinent. programs, including a spec|a| program deve|0ped for ch||dren

q - who are employéd during the summer by the Confecticut Shade Tobacco Growers
® ‘to harvest tobaccd. _ .
. Both programs are meant to supplement — but not supplant — the migrant child’s

educational opportumtres and to coordinate the health, cultural, social and educational
services. The premise underlying the Connecticut Mrgratory Children’s Program is a simple
v one: it is that people are valuable and, therefore, ought to be valued. Specifically, it is held
that mrgrant children ought not to have to spend their own lives as migrant workers, unless
they choose to do so from a number of other, viable options. The program'’s goal is to give
them these options. It is clear that the day of the migrant worker is passing, and even were
it not, the life of the migrant worker js too steeped in privationsand too lacking in rewards —
a world of social and economic constraints remlnlécent of medieval serfdom - to be con-
sidered a desirable’lifestyle.

-*

The mrgrant world provides iong, drawn out tasks and inequitable rewards. In today’s
wor|d chrIdren deserve better. )

Ct
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> ‘In terms of ph||osoph|ca| apphcatron the Connectlcut Mrgratory Children’s Program . 4
develops and implements educational activities for children of migrant parents whrch vrull
] B\ o B » i .’ n
K Increase «@bilié{ to perform adequately in the public schoot classrooms. h .
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states with migrant programg.

- children which focuses on the culture and the educational needs of the chlid ' ‘

Fo

.. &ease ablilty to deal with matters of seifhood seif and others, and today $

ities in enerai : .
g '\x . N o : . ﬁ

The achievemerit of these goals wHf provide the ch||dren of migrant parents' with the
ability to achieve and succéed -in sp|te of known stumbimg blocks which tend to become
permanent fixgures in thelr lives, mhlbltmg, capac|ty to learn.

- ’ . —
~ . , .

Having broadly defined the intent of the program and the general thrust of its activities,
-the first practical problem encountered was the identification of eligible chlldren — an
innately difficult task compounded by loss and dupilcatlon of records as the migrant children
move from school system to-s¢hool system.)The prog ess under the direction of a Recruit-
ment Specialist at the CMCP headquarters involved contactmg agencies that have informa-
tion about migrant families. Specifically, contact was m#de with the Department of Labor,
state employment offices, local educational agencies, ‘ministerial and social action groups
nelghborhood groups wjthin the area which the migrant population i concentrated, pubilc
health’ offlclals and social workers.
. ~J :
Registration of the children involved gomg to the homes (or camps) of mlgrapt parents ‘
r/)Iammg the Connecticut migrant program to them and-its goals for their children, obtain-};
g precise mformatlon abopt the status of the children in texms of the féderal gundehnes
defmmg eilglblhty, and' fmaiiy, compie%mg eglstrqtion form w1th the child. G :;, v
. P : : , R o
? Connectlcggt has- cooperated W|th other states across the unjon in forwardingthe names
d pertinent mformatlon concernmg the children by computeRlinkup to th¢'Mig nt Stu- -
dent Record Transfer System in, Arkansas to better kegp track \pf the children after they
have left Connecticut, . and to help identify children commg to Connectigut from other

re
+*
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While the process, of “identification and recruitment ‘was underway, teachers were
selected for the program and took part in pre-service workshops. Studies examined by the
program administrators tended to show that the delivery of education sdrvices to poor
children required that staff selection be a very well-developed process, that teachers and
aides should share, if possible, the ethnic group membership of the children they teach, and,

that every effort should be made to secure staff who will begome advocates for their
children.

i

EN

The major goal of the pre- -service workshops was to insure that the teachers would in-
teract constructively with migrant children and would assimildte an approach toward‘ )

-4 A

-

o <N ) :
In providing for this awareness, workshop acﬁvn‘ﬁ(a‘s were formed around such-subject
as the history, lifestyle, linguistic characteristicssand va 5} X of various ethnic groups. Major

attempts were made to provide an awareness of the? Jeul re “of poveHy which is endentic i in K
migrant families. D
- - '
o ) @ ‘ !
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During the academic year, tutorial programs or counseling prbgrams'or'\both are'pro-
vided for the school systems of Gu||ford Naugatuck, Meridéﬁ’ Pomfret, Waterbury,
New Haven am'\%llngton Multi-purpose 'centers become opetsatlona| in the summer in the
towns of Bridgeport, Enfield, Guilford,* Hartford, Meriden, New Haven, Naugatuck, =

" Waterbury, Willimantic, and Pomfret, with on-site delivery of special programs in the tobacco

camps which are operated by the members of the Connecticut Shade Tobacco Growers
Association. The summer programs alone are antlclpated to dellver nserw(:es to 2,400
children, ] " , : .
e ) ® : .
dn Pomfret, the emphasis of the services has feen on |nd|v1dua| tutorlng in Spec|a|
s,ubjects comprehenslon skills, and intensive counseling. The main thrust of the Naugatuck
program has been in reading and language arts, counseling, with ongonng -efforts bemg
directed toward the continued identification of the migrant children in the town. The
CMCP services nine schools in Meriden, with reading, writing, and ,mathematifcs programs
in two of them and counseling services in the remainder. The Waterbury, program, encom-
passes five schools; the curriculum includes language development, an |ntroduct|on to:

bilingual and bicultural educatlon and readlng comprehenslon . s .

The programs in the remaining: towns are similar, the major thrust of each, hovever,
is tallored to meet the specific needs of the children who are to benefit from the program. - E

- a

\ Because of thei h|gh|y mobnle ||ves mlgi%‘l‘g children are enrol|ed in'a number of .
schools during their s¢hool a?years Limited school attendance usually accompanies each
school enroliment. Af-the migrant child grows older, %he gap between him and his non-’
migrant pegrs grows lder in.terms of academic and social growth. As a group, it is thought
that migrant chi ren constltute t:>greatest single source-of ||I|teracy in Dpresent day -
America, )

o

nrichment programs at the multipurpose centers is to help
ildren and their non-migrant peers. , N

v The goa| of the summer
close the gap between migrant
The children are picked up by buses at theillomes each mogning and drivepto their
assigned.center. Before beginning the day, they are fed a nourishing breakfast, typically con-
sisting/ of fruit juice, cereal, toast, bacon and eggs, or french toast with syrup and milk. Once
all the ‘children ‘are fed, a short orgamzat!on session ‘brepares everymg “for the days
actlvmes .

f N - 1 -
. -The curricular offerings cover most of the traditional subjects such as mathematjcs, v
* |anguage development, science, readmg, social studies, and physical education. The principal
difference between instruction in the multi-purpose tenters and in-the regular classroom is’

that : ipstruction is note tied to seating p|ar§ a quiet orderly room, or -insistence on the

-~

o

assumllatlon of appropnate Iearnmg sltuatlen behaviors.”
N g

-
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At noon, following a morning,of classes in various academic areas, lunch is served.




. tation home.

. [
. - ¥/
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Dieticians at each center assist with planning ‘meals, ordering foods, and providing informa-

tion about nutrition td the children. The noon mieal includes meat, vegetables, salad, stgrchy .

food, bread, milk, and dessert. This meal is planned to meet the basic needs of one third to
one half mi the average daily food requirements of the child. ¢ ’

- . * A . o
A variety of activities follows theGoon meal. For some, academic activities continue,
although not necessarily in the classroom. For others, there are field trips, art and dance
lessons, and instruction in swimming.'

' .t

. . ot ) q - . v I
Snacks, consisting of a fruit drink, cookies onfruit, and occasionally a dessert, are
served between 2:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. as supplements th‘ children’s daily food pattern.

Fo||owing the afternoon smack, the children board their assigned buses for transpor-

During the course of the summer the CMCP will also identify all existing, health
activities and individual childrefi’s needs and attempt- to remedy any existing problems

through a referral and follow-up process. Medical and paramedical personnel from the health -

agency where health services are un‘der_;cont‘ract for the program will be used for this purpose.
8 - '

- N
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On site programs at the summer tobacco camps are brovqided three nights a week, from

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. with particular emphasis on vocational education, in addition to the -

regular academic prqgrams. Swimming is provided once a week, with field trips from time
to time. The program has acquired a mobile unit with career education materials.and books
which will makeé periodic visits te the camps. Classes are also -offered in sewing and typing,
with equipment and materials provided by the CMCP.

2

Most individuals who exist on low income levels tend to be provided with marginal or
restricted medical services, but for the child of migrant parents this problem of health ser-
vices is compoundbd by living conditions that promote poor health. These range from poor
toilet and bathing facilities to poorly insulated and ventilated living structures, to a lack of
fanitation generally’ in addition to imbalanced diets.

.

Under the g)irection Gf the Social Services Specialist, vigits are made by the Community
Worker to the homes of enrolled migr\ant children. When pyoblems are identified that could
be appropriately handled by a local or state agency a referral is made and the service was
brought to the individual needing it. While primarily an educational program, the Connecticut
Migratory Children’s Program recognizes that health pr9biems are a real barrier to learning.

" To help eliminate them the CMCP provides diagnostic types of health services generally
prescriptive services are provided where the condition is considered minor. Nutritional ser}

vices are an inherent part of the program, and social services are provided both by t
CMCP social services staff and through referrals to other public and private agencigs

in Con{necticUt. n

-
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The tutorial program is operational during the acadgmic year and is designed to sup, le-

¥




. Mrgratory Children’s Program should contact

»
1

ment. th migrant child’s normal everyday school experlence These programs are carﬁed '
out in"the,child’s school, usually one to one or two to one with the CMCP teacher Great _
stress is placed on helplng the child adapt to his non-rnigrant peersl:ky helpifig him to develop s

a better image of himself and master language and wrrtrng skllls ) : . ‘

S e s . T
. o * ]

The groundwork has been laid by' the Sta:/)rrector and his staff for continued identi-
fication of migrant children in local school sysfems and expansion of the programs to meet
these children’s needs. With ‘the passing of each year, the problem of identification becomes
a smaller. one as more and more children are tagged in the Arkansasccx;{uter.bank and the

.cooperation of locil boards of educatron is secured.

> ' : o

ft is hoped that as more and more Connecticut educators become aware of the migrant

'chrld and of the real progress he can make when his special geeds-have been understood the

facilities the Connecticut Migratory Chlldren s Program has to offer will be used to an evegr

greater extent than they are at present..
. - . v o

.
¢

Founded on ‘the tenet that there is nothing so unequal as.the equal treatment of un-
equa the Connecticut Migratory Children’s Program is seen by those who work within it
as a &L hicle for providing migrant children; through compensatory educatron and ancillary
services, wrth an equal chance at a full and productlve I|fe - . LR '

N4
"Educators and others wishing to secure’ further information about the Connecticut

. *

\
- The Connecticut Migratory Children’s Program Q
800 DixweII(Avenue , @ - '
New Haven, Connecticut 06511 _
Tel. No. 562-6119/6110 ' .
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